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     Greetings. As you can see we have changed our newsletter format. We must go with the
times as our old program is no longer available. So we will be tweaking our newsletter over
the next few months, but that won’t stop us from getting the news out. 
We certainly had a busy summer and fall has continued in the same vein. We started at the
beginning of September with our Celebration of Jane Addam’s birthday. A wonderful
spaghetti lunch, a short program highlighting some of Jane’s accomplishments and then
some rousing games of bingo where many of our attendees walked away with some lovely
prizes. We thank The Foundation for Northwest Illinois for their sponsorship of the event.

On September 8, the Village of Cedarville held an honorary street dedication naming Second
Street as Honorary Jane Addams Street. We thank Toni Galster and the Village for making
this happen. We thank the Village Board for attending the street dedication and Village
President Jeremy Monigold for his presentation.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7-HOLIDAY SHOPPING EXPO
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 PETER SHIANNA-BOOK
PRESENTATION INCLUDES INFO ON RED OAK-AT 7:00
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8-HOLIDAY POT LUCK AT 6:00

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14-CHILI LUNCHEON- 11:00-1:00

AT T E N D E E S  E N J O Y I N G  T H E  E V E N T

I f  you  have  any  i t ems  that  you  would  l ike  to  donate  to  the  upcoming  Hol iday
Shopping  Expo ,  g ive  Wendy  a  ca l l  a t  224-639-3436 .  There  wi l l  be  a  s ec t ion
des ignated  a t  the  sa l e  for  gent ly  used  i t ems .  Proceeds  that  are  so ld  in  th i s  area
wi l l  be  sp l i t  between  the  Cedarv i l l e  Area  His tor i ca l  Soc ie ty  and  the  Cedarv i l l e
L ions  Club .  A  grea t  way  for  you  to  move  some  unwanted  i t ems  out  o f  the  house
wi thout  you  hav ing  to  have  a  garage  sa l e .

A l so ,  p l ease  make  sure  to  make  note  o f  the  Hol iday  Pot luck  for  December  8 .  t h

You never  know what  we  have  p lanned  for  the  even ing .  And  as  a  member  we  urge
you  to  br ing  a  gues t / s .  The  even ing  i s  meant  to  be  shared .  We  ask  that  i f  you  are
so  inc l ined  that  you  br ing  a  d i sh  to  pass .  We  have  moved  the  s t ar t  t ime  up  to  
6 :00 .
 
Museum Hours  1 :00 -4 :00  
(June ,  Ju ly,  Augus t )

Museum i s  a l so  ava i lab le  by  appo intment

Museum fac i l i t i e s  are  ava i lab le  for  pr iva te  func t ions  (weddings ,  reun ions ,
meet ings ) .  To  reserve  the  fac i l i ty,  ca l l  or  t ex t  224-639-3436  o f  815-847-9127  or
emai l :  in fo@cedarv i l l eareah i s tor i ca l soc i e ty.org

Remember:  I f  dur ing  your  househo ld  c l ean ing  you  come  across  i t ems  (photos ,
schoo l  i t ems ,  mi l i t ary,  e t c .  and  you  are  th ink ing  o f  throwing  them out ,  STOP.
Those  i t ems  may  be  o f  h i s tor i c  import ance  to  the  communi ty  and  we  would  love  to
have  them for  the  museum and  our  arch ives ,  jus t  g ive  us  a  ca l l  a t  224-639-3436

Cedarv i l l e  Area  His tor i ca l  Soc ie ty-Phone:  815-990-0417
450  2  S treet ,  Cedarv i l l e  IL  61013  (Phys ica l  Address )n d

1212  S  S tewart  Ave ,  Freepor t ,  IL  61032  (Mai l ing  address )

Webs i t e :  www.cedarv i l l eareah i s tor i ca l soc i e ty.org
Emai l :  in fo@cedarv i l l eareah i s tor ia l soc i e ty.org
Steve  Myers ,  Pres ident ,  L i sa  Goodwin ,  Vice  Pres ident
Galen  Ber tram,  Treasurer,  Ton i  Ga l s ter,  Secret ary
Direc tors :  Sa l ly  Kryder  Anderson ,  Andy  Dvorak ,  Wendy  Gi lp in ,  Moira  Knowl ton



CEDARVILLE MEMORIES
  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  Pos t  o f f i ceBob  Watson-Journa l  S t andard

This  was  Or ig ina l ly  publ i shed  in  May  1976  
     Compla in t s  about  the  Uni ted  S t a te s  Pos t a l  Serv ice  are  common and
frequent -but  not  in  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  where  Pos tmas ter  Lyle  Meyers  and  Ass i s t ant
Pos tmas ter  Merle  Meyers  (Lyle’s  brother )  br ing  pra i se  for  the i r  s erv ice .
     Would  a  metropo l i t an  area  pos t  o f f i ce  s t ay  open  an  hour  pas t  c lo s ing  t ime  to
accommodate  the  work ing  man  or  woman who  i s  unab le  to  retr i eve  the  day’s
mai l  dur ing  “o f f i ce  hours?”
     The  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  Pos t  o f f i ce  does .
     How many  “c i t i f i ed”  pos t  o f f i ce s  prov ide  the  o ld  genera l  s tore  a tmosphere
where  peop le  s top  and  v i s i t  a  spe l l  be fore  l eav ing  wi th  the i r  mai l?
    The  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  Pos t  Of f i ce  does .
     Where  can  a  c i ty  person  go  to  mai l  a  package  dur ing  the  Chr i s tma  rush
season  when  the  l ines  are  backed  up  a t  h i s  own pos t  o f f i ce?
     Why,  Sc ioto  Mi l l s ,  o f  course .
     About  one  year  ago  the  Uni ted  S t a te s  Pos t a l  Serv ice  revea led  i t  wans  to  c lo se
about  12 ,000  rura l  pos t  o f f i cres  across  the  country  in  an  e f for t  to  cur t a i l  i t s
growing  f inanc ia l  de f i c i t .
     Contend  pos t a l  author i t i e s :  “The  qua l i ty  o f  mai l  s erv ice  g iven  rura l
cus tomers  does  not  dec l ine  when  smal l  pos t  o f f i ce s  are  c losed  and  serv ice  i s
prov ided  by  an  a l t ernat ive  method .  Pos t a l  o f f i c ia l s  agree  that  the  a l t ernat ive
serv ice  prov ided  o f t en  exceeds  that  formerly  rendered  by  a  th i rd  or  four th-c las s
serv ice .”
     Sc ioto  Mi l l s ’  100  or  so  res ident s  po l i t e ly,  but  f i rmly,  debate  tha t  po in t .  One
recent  morn ing ,  when  the  mai l  vo lume  i s  the  heav ie s t ,  s evera l  l oca l  re s ident s
s tood  in  the  cubbyho le  o f  a  pos t  o f f i ce  and  spoke  the ir  p i eces  for  rura l  Amer ica .  
     “The  government  can  was te  mi l l i ons  o f  do l lars  on  other  th ings ,  why  not
spend  a  few mi l l i on  and  g ive  some  serv ice  to  peop le  in  th i s   country,”  dec lared
Pos tmas ter  Lyle  Meyers ,  who  has  he ld  that  t i t l e  s ince  1968 .
     Sc ioto  Mi l l s ’  pos t  o f f i ce  s i t s  in  the  back  o f  the  hamlet’s  lumber  yard  which
i s  owned  and  operated  by  the  Meyers  brothers .  Be fore  Lyle’s  t erm as  pos tmas ter
began ,  h i s  mother,  Ne l l i e  Meyers ,  s erved  in  that  capac i ty  f rom 1938-1968 .
     Shor t ly  a f t er  he  took  over,  the  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  Pos t  Of f i ce  was  swi tched  f rom a
fourth-c las s  depar tment  to  a  contrac t  s t a t ion  o f  Rockford .  A l though  the  fu ture
of  some  rura l  pos t  o f f i ce s  i s  ques t ionab le ,  Lyle  sa id  he  i s  conf ident  the  Sc ioto
Mi l l s  s i t e  w i l l  not  be  e l iminated .  “ I  don’t  th ink  they  wi l l  c lo se  th i s  one ,”  he
sa id ,  add ing ,  “ I  can’t  rea l ly  s ee  them c los ing  any  o f  them rea l ly.”
     Sc ioto  Mi l l s  has  i t s  own z ip  code  (61076) ,  56  lock  boxes ,  (39  o f  which  are
rented)  and  FBI  “Most  Wanted”  pos ters  “ jus t  l ike  the  b ig  pos t  o f f i ce s ,”  Lyle
sa id  jok ing ly.
     Pos t a l  author i t i e s  have  ind ica ted  they  wi l l  s end  ques t iona ires  to  cus tomers
o f  pos t  o f f i ce s  which  are  be ing  s tud ied  for  c losure .  Lyle  Meyers  sa id  no  l e t t ers
have  been  rece ived  a t  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  and  servera l  l oca l  re s ident s  a t t e s ted  to  th i s .  

CEDARVILLE MEMORIES-CONT
     What  i f  the  ominous  l e t t er  d id  arr ive?  “I t  would  t ake  away  a  k ind  o f
togetherness  in  the  town,”  sa id  Lyle ,  who  noted  the  backroom pos t  o f f i ce  i s  a
good  p lace  for  “shoot ing  the  breeze”
     “ We’d  do  anyth ing  to  save  our  pos t  o f f i ce ,”  dec lared  Mrs .  E leanor  Smart ,
i f  the  t ime  ever  came  for  such  an  e f for t .  She  was  par t  o f  the  smal l  group  that
p icked  up  i t s  mai l  tha t  recent  morn ing  and  par t i c ipa ted  in  the  typ ica l  goss ip .
(“I t’s  not  goss ip ,  we’re  jus t  t a lk ing ,”  sa id  Mrs .  I rene  Al thafer  k idd ing ly. )
     Kenneth  Gorham,  wear ing  a  b lue  ra i l road  cap  and  s i t t ing  on  a  cha ir  in  the
corner  o f  the  pos t  o f f i ce  summed up  the  pr ide  o f  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  w i th  a  re fra in
s imi lar  to  tha t  o f  many  smal l  communi t i e s .  “ We’re  the  b igges t  l i t t l e  town in
nor thwes tern  I l l ino i s  and  we  t ake  in  a l l  the  suburbs  eas t  o f  here ,  l ike  Chicago
and  Freepor t ,  too”  he  qu ipped .
     Par t  o f  tha t  pr ide  comes  f rom the  town’s  hav ing  i t s  own pos t  o f f i ce .  I t’s
conven ient  for  get t ing  mai l  and  mos t  re s ident s ,  l ike  Mrs .  Mar ie  Duray,  use  i t
to  purchase  s t amps ,  mai l  packages  and  buy  money  orders .
     Wi thout  i t  the  town would  surv ive ,  but  c lo s ing  pos t  o f f i ce s  i s  ind ica t ive  o f
a  t rend  in  Amer ica  today,  sa id  Mrs .  A l thafer.
     “ I t’s  l ike  every th ing  e l se”  she  began .  “ I t s  cos t ing  more  money  and  we’re
get t ing  l e s s  s erv ie .”
     I f  the  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  Pos t  Of f i ce  ever  d id  become  jus t  a  memory,  Pos tmas ter
Lyle  Meyers  would  not  have  to  worry  about  dy ing  f rom lon l ines s .  “ We’d  come
and  see  Lyle  anyway,”  sa id  one  o f  the  regu lars  o f  the  morn ing  mai  group .

*The  Sc ioto  Mi l l s  c lo sed  on  November  24 ,  2001

His tor i ca l  Soc ie ty  Updates
We are  sad  to  repor t  the  pass ing  o f  l ongt ime  His tor i ca l  Soc ie ty  member,
Diana  Nye .  D iana  a t t ended  our  programs  and  events ,  was  a  docent  durn ing
our  summer  open  hours  and  in  genera l  a  wonder fu l  f r i end  to  the  Soc ie ty.  We
of fer  our  condo lences  to  her  fami ly. . . she  wi l l  be  mis sed .   

The  fa l l  s eason  i s  upon  us  and  wi th  fa l l  comes  CAHS membersh ip  renewal .
Our  dues  wi l l  remain  a t  $15 .00  for  ind iv idua l  membersh ips  and  $25 .00  for
fami ly  membersh ips .  Your  membersh ip  dues  he lp  to  o f f set  our  operat iona l
operat ing  expenses ,  and  we  hope  you  have  enjoyed  your  membersh ip  th i s  pas t
year.  As  a lways ,  i f  you  would  l ike  to  contr ibute  ex tra ,  i t  i s  more  than  we lcome
and  very  much  apprec ia ted .  Your  ex tra  contr ibut ions  make  i t  poss ib le  for  us
to  cont inue  o f fer ing  programs ,  tours ,  d i sp lays ,  and  spec ia l  event s .  I t  a l so
he lps  us  o f f set  the  ever  increas ing  operat iona l  and  genera l  maintenance  cos t s .
I t  i s  because  o f  your  generos i ty  tha t  we  are  ab le  to  keep  our  doors  open ,  the
bu i ld ing  in  good  shape ,  whi l e  o f fer ing  to  share  h i s tor i ca l  in format ion  wi th
our  communi ty  and  the  genera l  pub l i c .   
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	Historical Society Updates
	We are sad to report the passing of longtime Historical Society member, Diana Nye. Diana attended our programs and events, was a docent durning our summer open hours and in general a wonderful friend to the Society. We offer our condolences to her family...she will be missed.
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